
1 

Our Mission 

Find us on the web at: 

In this issue: 
 

2 BeWell                     
PSA by the Numbers    
Wellness Wednesday    
Valentine’s Dinner 

3 Cont. from page 1        
At the Movies         

4 Alive Inside: A Story of 
Music and Memory 

5 Chaplain’s Message     
Lenten Bible Study     
KU Osher Classes 

6 BrewsterConnect      
Arts & Crafts News        
Volunteers Needed! 

7 Brewster Foundation    
Stone House Open 
House    

8 Eisenhower            
Presidential Museum            
Photos 

February 2015 Vol. 52  Issue 2 

BrewsterLiving.org 

The Brewster Health Center  
is accredited by  

The Joint Commission. 
Continued on page 3... 

Brewster Staff   Competent, Committed, Caring 



2 

W e l l n e s s  W E D N E S D A Y  

Physical Wellness 
Elise Leonard, PTA, Therapy Director 
A New Program: Tune Up Tuesdays 

Wednesday, February 4  
11:00 am  Main Lounge 

Many of you know Elise as she is the director of Brew-
ster’s therapy department. The therapy team is starting 
a new program called “Tune Up Tuesdays” and Elise 
will explain what the program is all about. Join us with 
your questions and ideas.  



By Eileen McGivern, BSN, RN 

Vice President Wellness and Community Initiatives 

Public Service Announcement  
By the Numbers 

We hope by now you have seen the PSA that Lead-
ingAge Kansas produced using volunteer actors from 
Brewster Place. It ran on WIBW for a few weeks and we 
showed it at our PSA Premier Party in January. The topic 
of the PSA was elder financial abuse and how it is now a 
criminal offense to financially abuse elders in Kansas. 
LeadingAge Kansas provided us with some statistics 
about how often this important PSA has been viewed 
around our state.  

 Played 3,485 times on TV 
in every corner of Kansas 

 Played on 37 radio       
stations 

 Facebook post reached 
13,376 people 

 Facebook post was 
shared 209 times 

 Video played 3,100 times 

Elder Abuse Statistic 
Elders who experience 
even moderate forms 
of abuse (such as fi-
nancial), have a 300% 
higher risk of death in 
12 months.  

We are not protecting a bank account —  
we are protecting a life. 

Cupid’s Valentine’s Day Dinner 
Saturday, February 14 at 5:00 pm 

Brewster East Dining Room 

Menu 
Beef Tenderloin 

Twice Baked Potato 

Fresh Asparagus 

Dinner Rolls 

Spring Mix Salad with Raspberry Vinaigrette 

Red Velvet Pie 

 

Seating is limited to 80. 
Please call 274-3359 for reservations. 
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Continued from page 1... 

 

 

 

At the Movies BPTV 23 

Thursdays at 2:00 pm 

February 5 
“Alive Inside: A Story of Music and Memory” (2014 documentary) 
 

February 12 
“Last Chance Harvey”  (2008 romance) 
 

February 19 
“The Notebook” (2004 drama) 

 

February 26 
“Safe Haven” (2013 romance) 
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by Deb Webb, OT 

AL I VE  I NS I DE  

A S t o r y  o f  M u s i c  
a n d  M e m o r y  

“Pe op l e  ac tua l l y  awak en  and  

can  s i ng  t he  mus ic  when  they  

hea r  i t  —  a  wo nd er fu l  th ing  fo r  

fami l i es  and  ca reg i ve rs  to   

expe r i ence  a f t e r  wa tc h ing  

the i r  l ove d  on es ’  t r ans fo r -

mat i ons  i n t o  s t range rs . ”   

Thursday,  Feb ruary  5  

2:00  pm on  BPTV 23  

AL I VE  I NS I DE  

A S t o r y  o f  M u s i c  
a n d  M e m o r y  
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From the Chaplain     How Do You Prepare for Easter? 
by Chaplain Roger Jackson, M.Div. 



Miracle Drugs, from Opium 
to Penicillin and Beyond 
Tuesdays 
February 17, 24; March 3 
6:45 pm  Lobbies 
 

This course will present land-
marks in drug discovery, begin-
ning with the history of opium 
and its derivatives, and culmi-
nating in the development of 
modern medicines that relieve 
suffering and save lives.  

The Soldier State: 
From Coronado to Ike 
Wednesdays 
February 18, 25; March 4 
2:00 pm  KAC 
 

Long before it was the Sunflower 
State, Kansas was the Soldier 
State. Dwight Eisenhower, Fred 
Funston and Richard Myers are 
among the soldiers who have 
called Kansas home. Others 
fought here and still others 
trained here, men like Douglas 
MacArthur and George Patton. 
Years earlier, Satanta, Tall Bull 
and Roman Nose became legend-
ary when they defended their 
ancestral homes. A dispropor-
tionately high number of Kansans 
serve in the military and many 
veterans call Kansas home today.  
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By Eileen McGivern, BSN, RN 

Vice President Wellness and Community Initiatives 

Arts & Crafts News 



Exciting News from Fairlawn Plaza 
First Friday Artwalk in March 
 

If you didn’t know, Fairlawn Plaza is now a stop on the 
First Friday Artwalk 
map. Recently Joline 
Kovarik, Arts & Crafts 
Coordinator, received a 
phone call from the 
folks at Fairlawn Plaza 
inviting our residents to display their artwork in the 
March First Friday Artwalk. We encourage all resident 
artists to participate. We will have more information in 
the days ahead, so stay tuned!  
 

Volunteer Your Time and Talent! 
Starting from Scratch for the Bazaar 
 

It’s a new year which means we are starting from 
scratch making items for the Annual Holiday Charity 
Bazaar that is held each November. If you didn’t know, 
proceeds from the Bazaar are given to six local chari-
ties: Topeka Rescue Mission, Salvation Army, Let’s 
Help, Meals on Wheels, Marian Clinic and Doorstep. It 
takes many hands and many volunteer hours to create 
the items sold at the Bazaar. How can you help? Join 
us for one or more of these classes — give as much 
time as you want — it’s all for a great cause and the 
fun and fellowship is included: 
 

Workshop & Quilting 
Monday—Wednesday—Friday 

10:00 am  MB Penthouse Art Studio 

 

KnitÝng Club 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am  Main Lounge 

 

Craft Painting 
Mondays at 1:30 pm  BE Art Studio 

Thursdays at 10:00 am  BE Art Studio 

 

Trash & Treasure Sale Volunteers Needed 
 

Twice a year we have our Trash & Treasure Sales that 
support programs and funds on the Brewster Place 
campus including the Benevolent Care Fund and Em-
ployee Christmas Fund. Even if you can volunteer an 
hour or two, your help would be appreciated. 
 

For more information or questions about any of the 
above items, please call Joline at 274-3317. She’d love 
to get you started on something NEW in 2015!  

Residents Featured 
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Memorial Giving 
By Jeremy Hall, Vice President Development 
and Community Relations 



New Ladies Resident Lunch 
 



Memorial Giving 

Stone House Open House Set for February 3 

Tuesday, February 3 
1:00 pm—3:00 pm 
The Brewster shuttle will  

run during the event. 



Mile 

WIDE  

Smiles 

Equals 

Happy! 

Above: Wellness Specialist, Julie 
Schmanke, had some fun with Bobbie 
Smelter and her daughter Sindi in the 
Winchell Wellness Center. The two 
adorable kids are Sindi’s grandchildren. 
Wellness includes exercise, laughter, 
family, kids, friends and oh-so-many 
other things! 

Above: Lou Arnold attended the 
Brewster Foundation New  

Ladies Resident Luncheon. The 
Foundation hopes to have these 

luncheons more often and also 
have luncheons for men as well. 

A great time was had by all! 
Right: Georgia and Dean 

McKeever accepted their Oscars 
for participating in the  

LeadingAge Kansas PSA. We had 
a wonderful party to thank our 

resident actors! 

T 
his month we begin an KU Osher Lifelong Learning 
class called “The Soldier State: From Coronado to 

Ike.” In conjunction with this class, we are taking a day 
trip to Abilene to visit the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presi-
dential Library and Museum. 
 The Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library 
and Museum is one of “The 8 Wonders of Kansas” be-
cause it tells of the remarkable lifetime achievements 
of Dwight D. Eisenhower, five-star General and Presi-
dent of the United States. Dwight D. Eisenhower com-
manded the greatest amphibious military operation in 

The Dwight D. 
Eisenhower  

Presidential  
Library and  

Museum 

 

Thursday,  
February 26  

12:00 pm  

history, the 1944 Allied invasion of Nazi controlled 
Western Europe. His many military achievements are 
interpreted superbly in the galleries at the Eisenhow-
er Museum. He is the only five-star General to be-
come President of the United States. 
(kansassampler.org/8wonders) 
 We can’t go to Abilene and not stop at Russell 
Stovers and on our way home we will dine Dutch treat 
at the Brookville Hotel. Tickets for the museum are $9 
and transportation is $13. Please call Jeanene at 274-

3398 for reservations.  



The Brewster News is a monthly publication for  
the residents and friends of Brewster Place. 

The Brewster News is also available online at: 

w w w . B r e w s t e r L i v i n g . o r g  

Janis Swanson, Editor 

janiss@BrewsterLiving.org 

february remembrances 

Staff Anniversaries 
Brewster staff members who are celebrating their employment 
anniversaries in February! 
Department   Location Years 
 

Administration 

Brian Massek   MB  6 

Larry Riggins   SH  16 

CCTP 

Tommy Robinson  CCTP  1 

Carly Hooker   CCTP   1  
Community Relations 

Phyllis Lansford   SH  16 

Jeremy Hall   MB  2 

Amanda Brown   BHC/SH 2  
Dining Services 

Manuel Martinez  BHC  12 

Robert Hill   MB  4 

Michele Bleakley  MB  1 

Environmental Services 

Tom Heideman   Campus 1 

Health Services Administration 

Roger Jackson   MB  1 

Health Services 

Sherry Greenly   BHC  6 

Brenda Massey   BHC  9 

Torri Bream   BHC  1 

Jodi Buchmeier   BHC  4 

Connor McVay   BHC  1 

Cassandra Jackson  BHC  2 

Robin Williams    BHC  15 

Tonya Blatt   BHC  11 

Derick Siwila   AL  5 

Debbie Young   AL  1 

Deb Richmond   HH  17 

Security/Transportation 

Jerry Clubb   Campus 7 

Maxine Gilbert   MB  8 

Lee Decker   Campus 9 

Rehab 

Clinton Pierce   Rehab  1 

Alley Marlow   Rehab  2 

Ashley Baker   Rehab  3 

Resident Services 

Julie Schmanke   MB  5 

Resident Birthdays 
Dorthy Bennett     3 

Tom Remmel     6 

Nadine Manley     8 

Phyllis Butler     10 

Jane Stephens     10 

Gary Wilder     11 

George Paris     12 

Evelyn Beaty     13 

Beverly Martin     15 

Lawrence Brock     18 

Elmer Davis     18 

Dorothy Mergenmeier    18 

Jack Barron     19 

Alice Eisele     21 

Dean McKeever     21 

Liz Kiene     22 

Beverly Hammond    23 

Phyllis Allen     24 

Dick Fuller     25 

Connie Smith     25 

Jan Seagraves      26 

Robert Harrington    27 

Dorothy Pooler     28 

Patsy Walz     28 

Donna Low     29 

Anniversaries 

Jerry and Jean Hinton   2-1-47 

Gilbert and Audrey Singleton  2-5-47 

New Residents 
Betty Meyer    MB 509 

Jean Grecian    MB 419 

Dorothy Dalton    MB 512 

Rose Albert    MB 210 

Virginia Tevis    MB 201 

Leona Brinkmeyer   MB 520 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Jean Holcomb    1-14-15 

Mr. Ronald Martin    1-22-15 

Mr. Otis Bricker     1-25-15 

celebrations | new beginnings | fond farewells 

Transfers 
Vada Drayer    MB 211 


